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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT VIETMAM?

Wiy ia:it aften difficalt to
tell & Wiet Cong from & loyal
Bouih Vietnamese?

Iz nuoc many something: to woar,
something to eat, or the nome of
an orgamnization?

Why would u Scuth Vietnamess be
puzzied or affended i you used

the American gesture for beckoming
him to come o you?

Who i Ho Chi Minh?

Fagde
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NINE RULES

For Personnel of U.S. Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam

The Vietnumess have paid - héavy price in safering for their long
fight sgrinst the Communiets, We military men arein Vistnam now
because their governmeant has asked us to help its soldiers aod people
in winning thesr struggle. The Viet Cong will attempt to tum the
Vietnamess people againat you. You can defest them ot svery tom
by the strength, understanding, and generosity you diplay with
the people. Here @re the nine simple rulés:

"Remember we are apecial goerts here: we make oo demands
and seek no special trestment.
*Joim with the people! Understand their life, use phrases Trom
their lnngueege, and honor their custome and laws,
“Trest woarsen with politetiess and redpect,
“Make personal friends among the soldiers and common people.
“Alwaya give the Vietnamese the right of way.
“Be alert toosscurity mod resdy to react with your milbeary
akill.
“Dign't attract-attention by loud, rude, or unuyun! behavior,

“Avaid separating yoursell [rom the poople by -a display of
wealth or privilege.

“Above all elss you are members of the 1.8, milltary forees on
A difficalt misston, responsible for &ll your official and personal
ations.  Refleet honor upon yoursell and the United States of
America."™

N R e —————
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OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE

If you are bowund for Vietnam, it iz for the deeply serlous bosiness
of helping » brave nation repol Communist aggression. This i your
official job and it iz & vizal one, not only for the preservation of free-
dom in this ofe countey bt for the survival of freedom everywhere,

Vietnam 1a & major testing ground for the Communists” theories
of “wars of natlenal lberation,” and opon our sbeeess Lhere depends
peace in many other free countrizs of the warld.

Farratg of vehicles spices Sardon feaffie.

Farmers plang rice in Vietmam's kow'lands The growing American commitment m Vietnam makes it even

] more fmpartant for us 10 meintein the good relations that exist be-

: ' | tween Americans and the Vietnamese psople. Wherever you gno,

d— remember thit Vietosm is a land of digoity and reserve. Your good

= ! manners, thoughtfulness, and restrained behavier will be #ppreci-

sted by the Vietnamese. You will beneftt, &5 will the country jou

represent, in terms of the job you are there to do and in terms of
friendship built an & sobid foundetion of mutual respect.

You can besrn o great deal from the Vietnamese, who have been
fighting for their country for many vears; and you will find, &s have



many other Americans, that yoo will become grestly attaghed te
them as individuals and as a people.

THE COUNTRY

When you reach South Vietnam you will be in & land with s
civilization that predates the hirth of Chreist but which, since 1954,
bas been divided fike Korea. Marth of the 17th perallel snd Ben
Hai River lies Communist North Vietnam and scuath is the fres
Ropublic of YVietnam.

The Republic of Vietnam is les= than half the size of California
and [cng and parcow ke that Btate. It cecupies the ssstern and
southern part of the Indochinese Peninzala in Southeact Anin, and
borders the South China e and the Gulf of Siam. Near neighbors
1o the west are Laca, Cambidia, and Thailand. Beyond Commumist
Vietnam to the north stcctches the vast territory of Red China,

The southern section of the rugged Anmamite mountebhs forma s
spine down to the Mekotig Delta region arcund Baigon. In places,
mountain spurs jut out to the sen, dividing the cosstal plidn into
sectiong. Sand dunes 10 to 60 feet high are common along the loag
coantline.

The country iz narrow up near Hué {pronomesd. whey )80 nar-
row that enly & 30- to 50-mile strip lies between Laon mnd the South
Chinn Sen. Here the cosstal rice Relds very quickly give way tothe
uneultivated foothills of the mountains. In the past, lowland Viet-
namese prefested to lesve the mountaine to tribespeonle, wild ani.
mals, and ewvil spirits.
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Southward from Huof toward the beach resort of Nha Trang, the
country widens to make room for high pletesus, 1,000 to 3,000 fest
above sea level, In the southern part of the country—around the
Samgon-Cholon area—the meny months of the Mekong River join &
dense canial network to fan oot scross delta pleins snd nourish the
fertile paddies of & bountiful “'rice hasket,"

South Vietnam hay a typicslly tropical climate of two sepsons:
het and dry and hot snd mainy.

In the routhern delta region, the raine usually begin in late May
and continue through September. April and eacly May are the
hottest and moat humid months of the year.

Along the central comst, the reiny season begins in October,
causen peniodic foods through November and December, and eon-
tinges with drizzles from January to March. Joly snd Aupgust arce
the months when heat and humidity reach their pesk. In pleasant
contrast, the highlands are ysually cool st night regardless of the
BERACH.

Lilee: cther tropical countries, Vietnnm has the uvsual variety of
bugs. fiies, mosguitos, and other neects. It's S0P to sleep under
A mosguito net.

Rice in the Deltas

Thiz iz an agriculiveal country with a sotl:and-climate combing-
tion idea! for growing riee, 'With .. help, the South Vietnamess
have greatly increased their rice production sinee 1954, ¥ou will
find the paddizs mainly in the Mekeng Blver Delta snd lowland
areas of central Vistnam,

#—4
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Its abundant rice crop, locally-grown vegetables, and fish from
the richly-stocked sess at its door make the country largely seli-
mistaining in food.

A major export i rubber. Although the war ravaged the large
rithber plantations and some of this acresge has not been reclalmed,
rubber is still a very impartant produet.

Lacguer from Vietnam has afways been highly prized on the for-
eign market, It in vsed for mixing with other lacquers to improve
their guality. The trees culbivated for extraction of lscquer are
colled cay son, Provicusly grown ooly in the north, the trees are
Being siceessfully experimented with in the southern highiands.

Relntively new as commercial products are palm il from the
plant formerly regarded by the Vistnamese as ormamental rather
than wseful, and peanuts which hed besn grown for homs conagmp-
tiom but sow are being exported m quantity both whole and as ol

Ten, coffes, mmd gitinine are grown in the high plteses, which
mlzo produce cinnaman, tmiber, raw silk, vegetables, and vegetable
dyes. Orher Vietnamese products are corm, SUgRr cane, copri, to-
bacco, ol ming oll.

The country hes soms cattle but more phgs and peultry. Water
buffalo are used primarily &8s draft anboaks, especially in the riee
paddiss, and mmly occasionslly for ment,

Mo scene is more typical of mural Vietnom than & farmer and his
weter buffalo at work n a roe paddy,. Water buffaloes are the in-
dispensihle work animals of the country.

Mineral respurces are few: n corlsbesring region near the elty of
Dia Nang {Toursne), south of Hoé: s smill gold mine, snd scattered
depesits of molybdenum and phosphate.

&

Inclustry in steadily expanding, though s scope s Hmited at
present. MWew enterpelees such an textile mills, cement plants, clee-
tronies, fish processing, and pharmaceuticals ond plastics: manufac-
tere have been sdded to the traditional rice milling, lumber pro-
duction, and manufacture of salt, beveragea, soap, matches, aod
clgaretien.

Many fresowarld nntions bealdes the United States are contribut-
iy ecomomic aemistance tb belp South Vietnam's sgriculture amd
industry grow.

Picture the People

The population of the Bepublic of Wietnam is about 155 million,
fouir-fifthe of them farmers. (Worth Vietnam hei en estimased 17
miltiem people.} The majority of the people of Bouth Vietnam are
ethoie Vietnumese, There are almost 800,000 tribal peopls; closs to
one million Chinese (maost of whom now hold Vietnamese citizen-
ship); just under half & million ethnie Cambodinne, and a few thou-
pand each of Freanch, Indians;, and Palkistanis.

Compared with most Agian nations, South Vietnam is uncrowded.
The population density varies from 19 pes acuire mile throughout
the gix high plotean provineoes to 43,100 people per squares mile in
Saigon, the copital. Baigom-Cholon s the lergest city, with ahout
two million pevple. Da Mang rune a distanmt second with saboat
130,000,

The Vietnamese are small and well-proportioned people, with
dark, nfmond-shaped eyes snd black hair. The slender, small-boned
women move grecefully in their nationel dress of loog trousers under

o long-alsewred tunie it from hem to wist




Moat non-laboring Vietnamess men wear Western clothing on
the street, but you will occasionally see traditional Chinese Man-
darin robes, Workmen and pessants dress in loose black trousers
sind ahort black or white jackets. Their black jackets and trousers
are aimilar to the black "pajama’ uniforms wormn by some of the
Viet Comg mnd some Government paramifitary personnel,

Somewhat reserved and very paolite, the Vietnamese are warm
and friendly with people they like, and they are wery cooperative
and helpful. They have great respect for virtue and knowledge and
honor alder people. Many of their customs are conditioned by
religious beliefs,

In the wrban areas, French and English are second languages.
Children study one o the other in echool and increasingly English
in their cholee. But when you leave the cities, you may encoumter
even telephone operators who speak only Vietnamese.

2,000 YEARS OF HISTORY
A Dragon and a Goddess

Vietnam has one of the world's oldest living civilizations. 1t dates
back to hundreds of years befors the birth of Christ, with rmots in
Aszian religions and philosophiss.

Legend has it that from the unbisn of 8 dragon snd & goddess
carie the bundred vensceble ancestors of all Vietnamese. Belief in
their common origin unlted the people and geve them a symbol
arownd which b6 rally in the face of foreign mvesion. Until 19535, the
Vietnam cost-of-arms digplayed & dregon carrying the coumtry on
ita back. The cost-of-arms now fertures the bamboo plant.

Wiy codtes widd ags dn Vier nam




NORTH VIETNAM COMMUNIST CHINA

- Dign Rign Phu
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM



The Viets originally oceupbed southern and southesstern Chins
and the east coast of the Indochinese peninsula almost o8 Tar south
as Hué, the old capital of Vietnam. Tn 111 B.C., their kingdom of
Nam Viet was conguered by the Chinese, who controlled the country
almeost continuctsly for the aekt thousand years

At times the Viet rebelled —omumlly unsuocessfolly. A revolt led
by the Trung sisters tn 43 A.D, deove oot the Chinese for 2 time.
But the Chinese were vanquizshed only temporarily. In o few yeirs
they came back and the Trung sisters commitied suicide by throw-
ing themselves inte the river.

The Viets made mnother courageous stand for survival \s a free
nation when, in 1284, they repulsed the Mongolisn hordes of Kublai
Khan. In the next century they pushed southward to conguer the
once-great kingdom of Champa which occupied as much of what is
aow South Vietnam. They also met the Ehmers {Cambodiana) on
the field of battle and forced them to retreat to thewr prepent bound-
Aries.

Charmnpa nover recovered from its defeat by the Viets n Vijaya
im 1471, and it disappesred from hstory during the 1700's. How-
ever, about 25,000 Chams who have never been assirmilated nto
Vietnumese life still cluster in their own villages near Phan Rang,
about midway down the cosst. They follow a way of life scarcely
distinguishable from that of unedvanced tribespeople in the mrea;
antl speak only thelr native Cham lenguage:

Vietnam's Golden Age

Under the Le dynasty foundsd tn the 15th century, Viemam
enjoyed & period of brilliant progresa.  Acts, eralts, agriculture, and

]

eommerce flourished. The code of lews developed during this time
remained in efect until almost modern times:

The Le dynesty went through periods of strength and weakness,
Two powerfol families, the Trinh and the Npoyen, fnelly reduced
the Le regime to puppet status and divided the country between
themselves, The Trinh controlled the northemn region, and the
Mguyen controlled the central and pouthern regions of Vistnam,

In 1802 the lnat scion of the criginal Mguyen fwmily-—Gha Lotyg—
managed to gain the throne and unlte all Vietnam wader a single
povernment administration and set of laws. In this entightened ern,
there were schionls tn most villages, and foreign trade wes enoouraged
and carried on threwgh settlemente of Dutch, Portaguese, French,
and Japanes: merchants in several towns.

The French Take Owver

*The French assumed control over the province of Cochin China
in 1863, Before another decade has passed, the other two reghoms,
Tonkin end Annam, also went under Freach rale. From that time
until World War I1, the country was part of French Indochina.
The ather two parts were Cambodia snd Lacs.

After the fall of France in 1940, the Japaness occupied French
Indochima, This occopation continued ontil 1945 when Japan
granted Vietnam independence under o puppet emperor, Bao Dai

Meanwhile, by the time of the Japanese occupation, &8 group of
expatriate, anti-French Victnamese had formed in Sowuth China.
One of these was Ho Chi Minh, & dedicated Communizt, who entered
Hamne secretly in 1944, A wear later, after Japan's surrender to the
Allies, Ho's forees became the **“Vietnam Liberation Army® snd the

13




shadow government of Emperor Bao Da s=t up by Jepan soon fell
before the Communist lesder's well-organized onslaught, The =m-
peror abdicated; handing over his powers to Ho Chi Minh. At the
same time, 8 “Provisional Exscutive Committes for South Viet-
oam,” with seven Conununists among ita nine members, took con-
trol of Saigon.

Communists Show Their Hand

Like many other colonial people, the Vistnamess wanted national
independence above all. That ia why mony followsd Ho Chi Minh
and the Communint-directed Viet Minh, which pretended to be n
non-Communrnist leagoe for the country's independence.

When the French tried to regain a foothald in Vietham i 1946,
Wiet Minh forees attacked them on a wide front, supported by many
peaple who had only one purpess—national independence. - So began
the coatly 8-yvear Indoching war that ended with the division of
Vietnam &t & Geneva eonference table in July 1954, The southern
part of the country struck out a8 A free mation-——the Republic of
Vietnam—under the keadership of Ngo-dinh Diem, with Saigon &5
its capital, The northern part of the country became the Commu-
pizt-ruled Democratic Republic of Vietnam, with Honoi as its
capital.

THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

A referendum in Qetober 1055 offered the people of South Vietnam
& choige betwern Emperor Bao Pal as chiefl of a state patterned on
the old regime, and Mgo dinh Diem: as chiel of state of a repubilic.

The vote was averwhelmingly in faver of the latter, and the Repub-
Iic was proclaimed with NMgo dinh Diem as President.

The Republic of Vietnam has been recogiired diplomatically by
mogt of the fres nations of the world., While net & member of the
United MNations, it is represented on several specialis=d agencies of
that bedy and regularly: sends obwervers to U, M. meetings and to
miestings of the Colombo Plan nations. 1t sl participated officially
in the Bandung Conference in 1955, Though rot a member of the
Elzlrntdhcla.t Asia Treaty Organization, South Vietnam s regerded gs
withm the treaty sres and ite security 18 a divect concern of SEATO,

A constitutional sssembly wes elected in March 1956, and on
July 7 n notional constitution was adopted, making a good start
toward showing what ‘a determingd mation can sccomplish under
dedicated leadarship,

The war-revaged country facesd! stmggering problems—a ruined
economy, an influx of 900,060 refogess from Communist Morth
Vietnam, the rivalries of political factions, and the anti-Government
activities of the Viet Cong, & subversive network the Moeth Viet.
namese had left in the Bouth after the country was divided.

But through their own efforts, and with econsmic aid from the
Umited States and other fres-world countries, the South Vietnamese
people began to prosper. By 1960, South Vietnam had made signi-
ficant progress i sgricultwre, industry, heaith, education, and other
fieldn. Rics and rubber production exceeded prewar production, the
transporiation system was largely rebuilt, snd new industries were
started.  The numiber of primary school teachers tripled and school
enrollment soared. Three thousand medical aid stations and matern.
ity clinics were established throughout the country,
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Schoalbacks capture the arrention of roungd srvoents

In-:raaiing Yiet Cong A:ﬁv}ﬁ

South Vietnam's progress stood tn marked contrast to develop-
ment in Morth Vietnam. The Communists in Hanoi hed expected
South Vietnam to collapee and fall nto their honds ke rpe froie.
Frustrated by its growing prosperity, the Communtsts o 1959
launched the Vist Cong guerrillasz on an intensified campaign of
guerrilla warfare and terrorist setivities in the Seuth. The follow.
ing year, the Communist (Leo Dong) Party of Nerth Vietnam. or-
ganized the “"National Froot for the Liberation of South Vietnam,”
which it tried to disguise az a purely South Vietnamose natlonalise
organization.

18

Arms and men especially trained for sabotsge and guerrilln war-
fure were infltrated into the South. In the beginning, the cadreg
mfltrated were largely drawm from the 90,000 South Wietnamess
who bad gone North in 1954, Supported and directed by Haned,
and actively encouraged with armz and aid from Commuonist China,
the Viet Cong guerrillas attacked hamiets and villages; borturing,
killing, or kidnapping the inhabitants who refused to cooperate with
them. The Viet Cong murdered thousands of locsl official:, teack-
ers, And health workers. Crowded triins and buses were bombed |
rogds destroved, bridges and schools buroed.

Help for a Sister Republic

After the Geneva aceoeds of 1054 divided Vietnam, a .5, Military
Apsistance Adviscery Group (MAAG) became the only outside
source of military sl for South Vietoonm. Its mission was to im-
prove the military effectiveness of the Bouth Vietnamess Armed
Forces,

But aa the Viet Cong stepped up their terrorist and guerrilia
campalgn, it beeame clear that more help was nesded, and Preatdent
Dicm appealed to the United States for increasnd assistance. Begin-
ning in 1961, when the U.8. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
{MACY) waz cstablished, the United States has greatly increased
bath its mihtary and econootbe ald and i prepared to do all that iz
fecesssry to help South Vietnam preserve its independsnce: We
are not alone in giving this sssistance. Thirty-aix other freeworld
eountries are aiso providing cconomic or military aid or both to
South Vietnam, of have agreed to do so.  And despite the increased
tempo of the war, the sconomic aid programs in fod, health, adu.
cation, housing. snd industry continue,
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The Government

From 1956 to 1963 Sooth Vietnam was governed under a8 conggl-
tution modeled in many respects on those of the United States and
the Philippines, which provided for & strong executive, 8 unicameral
Mational As=mbly, and & judicial syatemn. The Diem government,
however, became increasingly personal and dictatorial. Opposition
wan suppressed; there were charges of injostice and corruption
againat members of his family, particularly his beother. Mgo dinh
Mhu: and President Dieen lost @ part the eonfidence and loyaliy
of the peopla. In 1963 serious political conflicts arose between the
Government and the Buddhists, the lnrgest single religious group in
the country. Diher non-Communist oppositionists to Diem mede
common ciuas with the Buddhiste, sad, on 1 November, 1863, the
Lhem government was overthrown by a military coup d'etaf. Diem
mnd his brother, Mge dinh Mha, who exercined grent power in the
regime, were killed,

Since then there has been considerable political imstability (o South
Vietnom and o series of changes of government. In this connection,
two thingn should be kept in mind: one, that the Vietmamese had
fittle preparation for self-government and are struggling to develop
unity snd stability during a very dangerous internal security crisis
caused by Communist sggression; and two, that not one of the
groups competing for political power is in favor of accommodation
with the Viet Cong.

Paolitical activity has been confined chlefly to the cities and has
had little tmpact on the great balk of the population Hwving in the
countryslde, Thess people—the willagem, the res farmers, the rub-
ber plantation workers—have had little fecling of identification with
either the Viet Cong or the central Government. The Vietnamess

0
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farmmer lives tn & small world limited by the bambon hedge arcund
his wiltage. His loyvalties-are to his family, his land, and bix spiritual
world. Tho Viet Cong have neutralized the people's suppart for the
Government in some tural aress by o combinetion of terror and
political setion. One of the continuing programa of the central Go-
ermment hes besn to provide betber security and living conditions
to convines the villagers that the Government the Communists seek
to destroy 18 fhesr Government.
Praviness and Districts

South Vietnam hes 43 mamland provingces and fve chartered
cities—&aigon, Huoé, Dalat, Da Nang, and YVong Tau (Cap B
Jacques), Within the provinces ars districts made up of 8 number
of willeges enlied Jang in central Vietnanm and xa in the scuth. The
villages are made up of hamlets (ap), which may be from a hundred
yards to several miles apart: To at least efght of every 10 Viet-
namese, 'the Government” ta the administeative group thet runs
hig village.

MEW RURAL LIFE HAMLETS

The new FRural Life Hamlet program, part of the Rumal Recon-
struction or Pacification pregram; is designed to provide physical
safety, effective local government, and a better life for the raral
population. & typical hamlet bas redimentary fortifications and
warnlng systems. The inhiabitants are traimed and asmed to pro-
tect themselves against Wiet Cong attack ontil reinforcements
ariive. As security bnproves, Government services in such fields
as health, education, and apriculiure are provided, in many cases
with TV, 8. amistance. Local officials, who are treined and paid
by the Government and administer the hamtet, sre usiually chosen
n hamilet electicns, The program is designed to provide the im-
proved security and economic conditions that encourage loyalty
i the central Government

22
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Deiareninned -Jonking froops of Vieframess AFEy

The Armed Forces

The Vietnamese have o long history of succesaful fighting against
stronger and hetter equipped forces. They drove the Chinese from
their lond several times, repelled three Mongol invasions, snd re-
duced the onwe powerful Champa Kingdom to nothing but & mem-
ory. One of their most famous generals, Tran Hung Daeo, wrote &
manual an militery doctrine which has beeny 8 national classic on
warfnre for 600 years.

Under proper leadership, today’s. Vietnamese soldier 1 & toogh
brave fighting man wha has stood up to 20 yéars of violence. He is
worthy of your respect. Since 1960, some 30,000 members of the
South Vietnamese wrmed forces have been killed and over 51,000
wounded in hattls for ther country. In proportion to pogulation,
these losse=s are 10 times as great as those suffered by Americans in
the Korean war, ond larger than our losses in World 'War T1.

Today the miiltary power of the Republic of Vietnam 13 made up
of three elements: the Regular Armed Forces (EVHAF), the Re-
gionnl Force {formerly known as the Civil Guard), snd the Popular
Force (the former Self-Defense Corpa), as well 82 elements of other
militia or peramilitery crgantzations.

The Regular Armed Foress consist of the Army, Navy, Air
Foree, and Marine Corps, with the Army by far the largest, OF the
other elements, often referred to g8 “paramilitary,” the Regional
Force most nearly approaches the Army in strength and capahili-
ties. Its umits, which do not exceed battalion strength, are ususby
stationed in the province 1 which organred.

The Popular Force 18 o regulorly constituted militia oomposed

1]
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Mortagrasd "Sigibs Foree' was rrained by Amaricans

largely of villagers who live and serve near their homes. Together
with the Regional Force, they bear the brumt of the day-to-day
fghting against the Viet Cong. In many ways these and other para-
military groups could be compared to American minutemen doring
the Revolutionary War. They are being supplied with up-to-date
weapons and Beld redice. The radics hewe Alled a big commiumnics.
tions gap. With them, help can be summoned fost or ocws of an
impending attack fashed to the critical area.

The Army. The South Vietnamese Reguler Army and paramili-
tary forees number more than 500,000 men. Al plysically fit young
men of 30 and 21 ere normally required to perform tws years of
mititary service. This requirement is altered to include additionsl

24

A Viernamese Mavy Junk Farce patral

age groups ms the miltary sitoation dictates,

The Mavy. Opersting forces of the Mavy consist of three mejor
commands: the Sea Forces; the River Forces opersting in the
Mekong Delta Region: and the Marine Corps Groop. A part of
the shore establishment i3 the Junk Force orgamzed s o pacsmili-
tary force gnd an mmshore patrol force. It is monned in part by
naval personnel, with Vietnamese fshermen providing the bulle of
the foree. Though small the Mavy i developing into & highly efi-
clent organization.

The Air Force. About 12,000 officern and men—all voluntesrs—
stafl the Air Force. The force conxists of transpoct, fighter, hedi-
copter, &nd laizon squadrons, with necessary supporting unite,

i
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Armor profecrs Fisrnamese Navy supoly cosivay

Your Legal Status

Al official Unitesd States personnel are accorded diplomatic bm-
murity by special concession of the Gowvernment of the Republic
of Vietnom. Since military personnsl ore subject to U, 5. militacy
law, any local incident imvolving our military people in reported ta
the Commander, U. 5 Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
{COMITSMACY) for approprinte disciplinary action. Thin errange-
ment has worked out very well. Vietnamese Government officiala
have expressed their antisfaction with the prompt and fair way sach
incidents an have occurted have been handlod.

AT HOME WITH THE VIETMAMESE

YVou will find mapny areas of common intecest with the Vietna-
mess: their regard for their famifles . . . thelr historic struggle for
national mdependence | . . thelr wish to allow people indivsdual free-
dom within the framework of laws made for the good of all

Burt there are many differences between their colture and customs
and our own and you must be prepared to deal with them b oway
ehat will make you an seceptable friend of the Vietnamese.

Bame of the differences are small things, like the way o Vietos-
mese seems to be waving goodbye when he is actually beckening
you to come toward Him, Yoo should not uwae typleal Ameriean
mwtions to beckon Vietnmmess as they use such gestures only for
animals, Also do not slap & men on the back unless yoo know him
very well,
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More important differences sre atiitudes toward older people,
manual labor, display of emotion, snd time. For instance, the aver-
age Vietnamese is less compulsive sbout time than the American,
50 you should not consider it-a peraonal affeont if people arrive [ate
for an appointment or even if they don't arrive at all.

Moderation should be practiced in all things and the moral code
of the people you are among strictly obaerved. Knowiong that trouhle
breeds in sitontions where # peraon has ong drink toomany or for-
gets to show the utmest respect and courtesy toward women, you
should make it & special point to avoid getting even close to the
feinges of this sort of trouble. Never interfere in an argument among
Vietnamese. A good general rule i to avoid all incidents that do
mizt concern you difectly.

Family Loyakty

The Vietnamese are justifinbly proud of their culture and nationsl
identity, but therr primary social outlook revolves mround their
family and village. These claim frst allegiance. Members of a
family, for instance, have an absolute obligation—to be viclated
only at the risk of serious dishonor—tn care for their relatives and
to prevent any of them from being in want. Even after a girl mar-
ries, her love and respect for her pasents traditionally continue to
overshadow her love and respect for her husbhaned.

The traditional family unit incdudes living and dead members
and members not yet born. On festival deys and in family cere-
manies the sncestors are revered, and at ali times there in thought
of the grandsons and great-grandsons vet to be born who will carry
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on the family name. A family without male heirs i2 assumed to
have disappeared.

The importance of family l= evident In the many terms used o
denote family relationships. In addition to the vswsal ones like
father, mother, brother, sister, the Vietnamess have terma to show
relative age, the father’s aide of the family wersus the mother’s, and
other nicaties of relationship. In keeping with the lesser importance
of younger people. there ia only one term for & younger brother or
gigter, Either is em. Buot anh means elder brother and chi, elder
siater,

Older people with thetr secomulation of a lfetime of experience
are considered the wisest members of society and therefore are ac-
corded the highest standing. If you are invited to & Vietnameae
home for & meal, be sure to let the older people begin eating before
you do. Be solicitous about helping them ta things on the table.
Hder Vietnamess, by the way, will usually not shake hands but
will greet you by joining their hands in front of them and inclining
their heads very slightly. Responding wnth the same gesture will
show them that you know and appreciate this respectful cuatom.

Woman's Place Iz at Home

Bince the purposs of morrisge is to continue the family line, the
parents: believe that the selection of a proper wife for their son is
their pergornial responsibility, a duty they owe both to their ancestors
and to their pon and his future children, Ustally with the help of
a “go-betwesn,” they search for & girl who is skillful st housework
aritd who will be a good mother to many children. Beauty is not aa
desirable as gobd character. In fdct, beaoty is sometimes conabdered
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& dismdvantage becapss the Vietnamese believe that fate seldam is
kind to beautiful women,

The traditicnal position of women iz totally subordinate to men
and their ‘social life is limited. At the same time, wives often exer-
cise a great deal of mAuence in the family, particulacly in connec-
tion with fmancial affairs and, of course, in selecting marriage
partners for ther sons and davghtern,

People of upper—cless families, nn well 8a peopls bving in villages
remvved from big eity and Western influences, continue to follow
time-honored traditions and costoms. Among others. the customs
heve besr considerably modified. Women are assaming a new and
important pesition in the life of the nation, and young men and
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women are breaking away from tradition to choose their own mar-
Tiage partners,

The Professional Man

The Vietnamese have always fele that a deep division exists be-
tween manual and “intellectual™ labor. Traditicnally Vietnamesse
who have schieved poaitions with the Government as 8 result of
leng and patient study, or who have bacome docters, teachers, and
so on,-avoid waing their hands for Eaeks they feel they have gradu-
ated beyond. It would be unusesl, for example, to sce such a per-
som washing hiz car, helping hiz wife clear the table, or working o
the garden.

Anocther thing. a Vietnamese might avoid looking 8 superior in
the éye when talkiog to him. This does not mean the man cannot
be trusted. It means he is being polite by not “staring” at & person
of grester stamding.

At your first meeting with a Vietnamese he might ask: “How
much meoney do you make?" This is a natural question n the se.
gquence of “Are you merried?"’ and “"How many children do you
have?" It simply cxpresses polite interest,. If you fesl uncomfort-
mble ebout replying, you can svoeid a direct snswer by stating that
you are paid in American dollars and don’t Enow what the equiva-
lent would be in Vietnamese currency. Your indirect reply lets the
other person know you do not want to answer and have told him
= politely. The matter i= thos dropped without embarcessing

wnybody.
If you want to ask a favor, you should remember that hinting
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and indirection are prefecable 1o making an outright reqguest. Also
avold launching too guickly into-a new topic or disagreeing oo
vehemently, Ezcrcise moderation in your conversation. At a first
meeting, it iz often best to gtay on safe topics like families or the
weather.

Politeness and Restraint

Even among the most sophisticated Vietnamese, manners have
not become lax or socisl customs unrestrained. Mennera are con-
ditioned by sge-old religioes teschings and are deeply ingrained in
the life of the people.

Public¢ display of emotion is almost always considered in bad
taste. Raising the woice, shouting, or gesturing wildly are most
impolite. Tied in with the view that marringe i primarily for con-
tipuance of the family line 15 a feeling that dispiey of affection
should be confined to the privacy af the home—and even thers, not
practiced before guests,

The Vietnamese regard men and women who walk arm-in-arm
& vilgar, But you may occasionally ses two boye or men wilking
down the street hand-in-hand. This iz an ordinary mark of friend-
ship common to many Asian and other countries.

If you follow the general practices of good menners and eourtesy,
and obserwve those that are particularly lmportant to your Vietna-
mese hosts, you will be 8 welcome guest in Vietnam, This is vital
to your misson there., You will fulfill your duty as a responsible
representative of the United States best by remembering at all timea
that you are in & land where dignity, restraint, and politeness are
highly regarded.
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Town and Eﬁunfr',r

The architecture of homes in the cites and towns shows French
and other Western influence, amed decoration and (ornishings also
have a decidedly Western touch. But in the rural districts and
mountain villsges you will Anod thetehed roofs, mod walls., poumded
dirt foors, and fittle furniture. Some of the more pretentious raral
houses have tile roofs, wooden walls, and floors of tile or At brick
squares £t in mortar,

A featore of most homes 8 the Immly alter confamming & tabbet
bearing the names of the family's ancestors going back st leas: o
the great-grandfather. Veneration for the family's sncestors i per-
petusted through the eldest son who is expected to succesd his
father in caring for the altar. The altar may taike up 88 much as
one-gixth of the entire Aoor space of the howse, excluding the Intehen
The kitchen s customarily bailt adjcining but- scparate from the
living guarter.

Ancther interesting femture of a Vistnamess home is the plenk
bed. Often muede of costly wood with inlaid mother-of-pesrl, the
bed may be as lirge ws eight by five feet. Except for & mosgquits
nef there is generaliy no bedding. The Vietnamess feel that in their
hot climate it in more comfortable to sleep without bedding.

Villaga Life

The Vietnamese village, fang mend xa, s an sdmintstretive unit
rather like a county in'the United States. It s made up of & number
of scattered hamlets or ap, each set against a backdrop of bemboo
thickets sand groves of mreca (hetel nut) mnd coconut palms. Located
ot the village seat of government are & school, athletic or parade
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field, and a meeting hall. Some villages alao have & dispensary and
a maternity building containing 8 couple of beds and stafled by a
traned mmidwile.

An "information' booth dizplays Gevernment notices, Baigom
newspapers may be kept here [or puble reference. The dinh, or
willage communal temple, houses a decres naming the village guard-
fan st
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Paople of Ioul mownlain frihes bive rn fhis village

There iz aleo a8 village marker., On market day, which s snce or
twice o week, people file st of the hamlets to follow the marow
pitha of rice paddy benks to the marketplace, They come to sell,
to buy, or just to gossip,  Some balance baskets of fresh frafts and
vegetabies on their heads,

A shopper can buy live chickens or duck epgs. condcal hats to
ward off the sun and plastic coats to keep away the rain, o Chinese
herbs and Western aspinin, and even a breightly eolored scarf in
which to carmry purchases.

I8

A popular festure at the market is the man with a portable stove-
nrul-bakery sutpended from the ends of a bamboo pole Balamced
across his shoulders. From this ingenions double-duty devies the
merchant offers noddle soup on one side, papaya and red peppers
on the other.

What's for Supper?

The average Victnamese consames less than two-thinds the calo-
fies the average Ametican puts away every day. Starvation |z ex-
tremely rare, but the hasically wvegetarian diet sometimes lacks
proieins, vitamins, and minerals,

Most middle-clnss families hove ample mesls consisting of four
types of foods: one salted, one fried or roasted, & vegetable soup,
end rice. The soup (canh) is an important part of the meal and
may contain bits of fish or meat along with the vegetables.

Rice isthe staple food and its preparation is a grave respomisi-
hality for the women of the houschold. All girls are supposed to
legrn to cook ms an essentinl part of their edocation. During the
Moon Festival they prepare their best dishes so that the eligihle
bachelors may see how well they can cook—particolarly banh
trung thu—the special Moom Festival Cakes.

Fruits and Yegeta bles

The fruits and vegetables of Vietnam nclude many kinds famiitar
to you and others you may not know much sbout. Bananes, apples,
pearn, ploms, orgnges are among the famitiss frcite; pomegranates
and papayes, among the mofe exctic, Here you find the jujube
a sort of thom trée with a fruit that favors some of our eandiss—
and the Ftchi, which iz & fruit known in its dried form as “litehi
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Viarnmmmen food defighes both sys and palare

not." Among the vegetables are common ones like potatoes, tur
nips, carrots, cobons, and beans; eggplant disguised under the name
auberdine, and water bindwessd, an hert that comes from the same
family as our moming-glory flower.

Avald eatlng raw vegetables or unpeeled fruit end  drinking
water that is not bofled or otherense purifisd.

The Fish s Good

When the meal extends beyond vegetahle and rice dishes, fsh is
gencrally served. More than 3040 edible fish come from the sea and
the inland woateramys of Victnam. Sole, mackerel, anchovy, tun,
squid, sardine, crab, and lobster are only a few. The tiny shrimp
and oyuwters from the Ching Sea are particidlarly luscious, as &re
sogpa prepared from turtles canght on the beaches and in coastal
waters,

The Vietnamese excel at preparing fish, Sometimes the bsh is
sautbed with onicns, mushrooms, and vermicelli; or 1t may be slowly
cooked with tomatoes, salted bamboo shoots, carrots, and leska.
Carp are often fried with celery. Eels make a banguet dish when
sautéed in nosmuce made of sugar; vinegar, rice four, and sowr-and-
sweet snybean sauce. Ancther specialty is eel wrapped in sromatic
leaves nnd grilled over charcoal, or boiled with green bananas, veg-
etables, saffron, sand onions.

A fermented souce made of fah amd salt-—nues maar—is Almost
a8 miich & staple of diet a8 rice. It s served almoat everywhere and
with almost every meal, Many Westerners develop guite & tastes
far
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Meat Dishes

Although Buddhism condemns the aling of living things, ani-
mals and fow] are killed for food. Pork 13 more commaonty found on
the average family's menu than beef. It i rossted or sautéed with
various vegetables and herbs. Lean pork baked in s erisp loal with
vardis scasonings, including cionmmen, inoa tasty dish known as
cha-fua.

A popular beel dish is made by cutting eaw besf in thin stiees and
pouring bolling water over it. then promptly rating it with & dres-
sdng of soybean sauce and ginger.. “Beef in seven dishes™ s much
appreciated by visitors ma well a8 local poople. One of these is a
beef soup; in enother, beef is cut into chunks or sliced, or else ground
and formesd in littie balls or pattica. Each has its own delicious ssuce,

Hens are prepared to a gourmet's taste by stulfing with aromatic
vegetables, seasoned with salt, pepper, garlic, and basted wath cocos
nut milk while rossting; or, after boning, by filling with meat, chest-
nuts, mushresms, and oniene gnd basting with honey while baking.

Tea at All Times

Tea iz the principal Vietnamese beversge in the moming, after-
noon, and eveming—fir moy occasion of mo occasion atoall, At
mealtime it is usuaily served after the meal rather than with it.
Chinese tea is much appreciated, perisularfy when Aavored with
lotun or jasmine, but it iz oo expensive for most people, They use
the local teas: dried {che-kho), rossted (cha-man), or dried Bower-
bieds, (che-nu).  Tes, incidentally, is an scceptable gift under
almost Any circumstamce.
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When coffee is served, it s generally offered with milk s café awu
Iadt In the morning, or black as café nodr for an after-dinner demi-
CRESE,

In towns and cities you can generally-get cognae, whizskey, French
wines, snd champagne.

Alahelie beverages produced locally are principally beer and
ruou nep, made from fermented glutinoues rice. i

Festivals and Lunar Calendar

Outasde of the larger citles and the relatively few Christian areas,
the routine of work goes on day after day withoot & pause on the
seventh, From dawn to dark the father tills the fields or casts his
nety for fsh; the women and all bat the very young children help
in the paddies or tend to household duties, Only when there s &
national holiday or religious festival does the daily routine of “work,
eat, sleep™ came to o' temporary halt.

The following. poem expresses. the fitual of Vietnamese Iife and

festivaln:

Janusry, celebrate the Mew Year t homs;

Febtruary, gambling: March, local festivals;

April; cock bean pudding:

Celebrate the feast of Doan Ngo st the return of May:

June, buy longans and sell wild cherries;

At the mid-July full moon, parden the wandering spirits;

Auguat, celebrate the lintern festival;

At the return of September, s=ll persimmone with the otlers;
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October, buy paddy (onbulled rice) and sell kapok;
November and December, work is fimished,

All of the festivals mentioned in the pbem are hased on the lunss
zalendar. This ceuses the dates to vary foom year to year by our
calendar, like our Easter,

The Vietnamese lunar calendar, like the Chinese, begina with the
year 2637 B.C. It has 11 monthe of 39 or 30 days esch, totaling
455 days. Every third year or so an extra maonth fa slipped in be-
tween the third and fourth months-to reconcile the lunar calendar
with the solar esltendar. An advantsge of the lunar calendar (st
lemzt to moon-minded people] is that you can count on a full moon
on the 15th day of esch month,

!nnnuidmu-mnnllnnyut-mh the Vietnamese calendar
:ldmdadhmmympain&a Each year in one of thess periods
!ndnmtndhrm:nfmm.mdmnfﬂmmm Wood,
fire, earth, metal, water; and rat, buffals; tiger, cat, dragon, snake,
horse, goat, monkey, chiclken, dog, and pig. The year 1966—which
ts the Vietnarmise year 4603-~is designated by the combination of
‘wood and horse, but you will commanly hear it referred to as “Year
of the Horse,™ just ns 1965 was called the "Vear of the Snake.”

Annual Festivals

The chief Vicinamese festivaly by the hanar calendar ars:

® The New Year, Tet Nguyen Dan, 1st through 7th day of
181 month;

® The Summer Solatice, Down Ngo, Sth day of the Sth menth;

# Wandering Souls, Trungd Nguyen, 15th day of the Tth
month; alss celebrated on the 15th day of the lat snd 10ch
months;

@ Mid-Autumn, Trung Thu, 15th day of the 8th month;

@ Tran Hung Dso, 20th day of the Bth momth; and

@ La Lod, 12nd of the 8th month.

The Tet Miguyen Dan, or New Year, often called “Tet," is the
big event of the year. Tt marks the beginning of spring. end by the
aolar calendar waually falla toward the end of January or in eirly
February, All work wsually stops for the firnt three days, and most.
phops are closed.

Vietnamess traditbon attschen great significence to the frst visitor
of the New Year. He ik thought to infuence the happiness or well-
being of the family during the entire year. If a rich man or one
with -a Jot of children or one of high social pesition i the first to
eross the threshold, the family’s fortunes @il be correspondingly
affected. A happy man with a good name like Phuoo (happiness) is
preferable to & sad man or ope nemed Cho {dog). In fact, some
families go out of their way to invite a propitious first gosst, and
to discoursge all others from entering before him.

Eating the Mew Year's eake, banh chungd, s another means of
fnauring prosperity. The cake consists of a8 combination of sticky
rice, pork, and soybeans wrapped in green bamboo or rush leaves,
and then boiled.

At the time of the Mew Year, new clothes are in order and old
debis wre settisd,

The feetival begine with veneration st the family shrine gnd pub-
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li¢ worship with people carrying Highted candles and incense. There
are presents for the children, feasts, and gay, noisy public celebra-
tiona. Firecrackers are forbidden during wartime, but there is always
the sound of gongs and cymbalz and the treditional unicorn demce.
The unicorn brings luck, especially to those who hang money from
their windows for the unicorm to eat!

Religion Can Be Plural

Instead of saying one religion 1w right and all others wrong. the
Vietnameas are more apt to takes the position that one 15 rfight and
another is not wrong etther. For instence, 8 man who maken offer-
ingz in a Buddhist temple probably also pays reverence to the an-
cestral altar in hiz own home in keeping with the teachings of Con-
fuelun, You may even find Christ, Confucius, Mohammed, and
Buddhe all homored In the same temple.

Consequently, it is not too menningful to say that & certain per-
centrge of the Vietnamese are Buddhists and snother percent same-
thing else. The percentages may be made up of mdividuals who
are both Buddhists anid something elae.

Religion hay been' o significant factor in the Vietnam way of life
throughout history. The present culture and customs of thess
prowd mnd sensitive people are strongly conditioned by their reli
glous belicfs. For example, feeling that the universs and man's
place in it are esmentially preordained and unchanging, they place
high value on stoleism, petience, eowrage, and resiliency in the face
of adyersity.
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To get along in Vietnam you must have some understanding of
these traditional beliefs. If, for instance, woo did not know that
the parts of the human bady are believed to possess varying degrees
aof worthiness—starting with the hesd-——you would not see why pat.
ting & person on the head might be considersd o groes insult. Or
why it would be insulting for you te sit with your lega croased and
potnted toward some individual, Either of thess actlons conld cause
you to be regarded in & poor light By Vietnamese who follow the
traditional ways,

Religion is an important element in the political visws most Viet-
fimmese have, and religious Isaders in recent years have ployed an
increaningly active role in Vietnamese politics,

Confucianism. Confucionizm, a philosophy brought to Vietnam
centuries ago by the Chinese, not only has beeti & major religion for
cemturies, bt alsn haw contributed immensely to the development
of the cultural, moral, and politicel life of the country. It estab-
lishes & code of relations between people, the most important being
the relption betweet sovereign and subject, father and son, wife and
tnishand, younger to older people, friend to friend. Teaching that
disnrders in @ group spring from improper conduct on the part of
its individug] members, achisvement of harmony s held to be the
firet duty of every Confucianist.

When he dies, the Confucianist i tevered a3 an ancestor who ia
jrtned forever to nature. His children honor and presecve hiz ronem-
ary in solemn ancestor rites. At the family shrine comtaining the
anceatral tablets, the head of each family respectfully reports to his
ancestors all important family events and secka their advice,

Y

Buddhism. Confucianiam goes hand in hand in many Vietnnmess
homes with Buddhiam, & religion firnt taught in India some 36 cen-
turies ago by Prince Gavtamn, also known as the Gautama Buddha,
Buddhbism was introdoced into Vietnam about the Ind century B.C.
by Chiness &nd Hindu monks. In Buddhism the ndividual finds a
larger meaning to life by establishing identity with eternity-—past,
present, future—theough cycles of reincarnation. In the hope of
eventual nirrana, that is, oneness wnth the universe, he finds con-
sclation in tirmess of beresvement and special jov in times of wed-
dings and births,

The Greater Fahicls {Mahayana) form has more followers than
the Lessar Vahscle (Therevadal in Vietnam, as also in China,
Korea, and Japan. This beanch regards the Gautama Buddha as
only one of meny Buddhas (Enlightened Ones) who are manifests-
tions of the fundamental divine power of the universe. They believe
that, theoretically, any persan may become a Buddha, though thoss
who attsin Buddhahood mre rare. Sninfs who earmnestly strive for
such perfection are known a3 bodhisativas. Both Buddhas and
bodhisattvas are Tecognized and venerated in Mahayunn temples.

Lesser Wehicle believers follow the teachings of Gautama and re-
gard him as the enly Boddha. In the southern delta prowinees of
Vietnam, particularly in Vinh Binh, Ba Xuyen, and An Giang whers
thete are large groups of ethnic Cambodians, you will often see the
saffron-robed monks of the Lesser Vehicle. This branch is also found
in Ceylon, Borma, Theidland, Cambodis, and Lacs—in other words,
in those countries that had & dominant Indien rather than a domi-
nant Chinese historical influence,




Pagodas, originally established as Buddhiss monasteries and mdmn-
astie study centers, now often serve also ss nocial welfare mstrti-
tlons, and may include schools, orphanages, medical dispensaries,
public libraries, and youth chuba.

Although the number of devout, practicing Buddhists in South
Vietnam 8 relatively small, the grost majonty of the people have
some fenas of identibeation with Buddhism. In recent yemrs, lead-
ing Buddhist priests {(bonres) have become increasingly active in
political afinirs and influential in the rise and fall of Bouth Vietna-
meesd governmenta.

Christianity. Christianity reached Vistnam in the 16th and 17th
pentiries, mainly through the efforts of Roman Cathalic Spanish
and Portuguess missionaries. As 8 resalt of persistent mmiashonary
effarts—ireguently in the face of persecution by emperors who feared
Wiatern political snd economic control—approximately 10 percent
of the population of the Eepublic of Vietnam are Catholics, This is
the highest proportion of Cathalics i any Asian eountry sxcept
the Philippdnes

American Protestant missions hawe been in Vietnam sinee World
War 1. At first their activities were mainky limited to the mountain
tribes of the high plateaus. With the gradual rse of American assist-
ance gnd infuence, there hios beeri am increase in Protestant activity
in the lowlands. Baptist, Meanonite, Christtan and Missicnary Al-
lhimnee, and Seventh Day Adventist missions now exint in seversl
cities, mnd some Vietnamess Protestant students are bong sent to
the United States for advanced help in theological training.

Pew Rnlquiﬂm. 1n addition to the religions and philosophies hroaght
1o Vietnam from other countries, New OnEs were developed there.
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Chiel among these were the Cao Dai and the Hos Hao,

Cao Dad iz a blend of the three grest oriental philosophics—Con-
fucianism, Tadism, and Buddhism—set in-an organizations! strie-
ture based on that of the Roman Catholic Church. The head of the
church, the “SBuperion,” fills a potition aimilsr to that of the Pope.

At one time Cap Dat clatmed o following of 3 millican. Mow the
refigion is less widely practiced, but you may still see Cin Dai
temples throoghout Vietnam. The catheidral near the city of Tay
Ninh, about 55 miles northwest of Ssipon, is the largest and best
knpwn. Built berween 1033 and 1941, it s located not far from the
revered Nul Ba Den, Mountain of the Black Virgin. The mountain
iz 8 holy place of the Buddhist faith, ane Lo which pllgrimages have
Iong been made,

Hos Hao iz an offshoot of Buddhism that came into being in An
Gisng provinee in southwest Vietnam in 1919, Its founder was »
young roan named Hoynh Phu 8o, and he gave the new religion the
name of his village of birth. He became famous as & tescher and
miiracle healer, preaching that temples, rindals, and priests were not
necesgary to the worship of God.  Thia greatly appealed to the poor
people and peasants. Some 20 yesrs after its founding, Hon Hao
had & million and & half or more followers, thoogh Viet Mink Com-
manists murdered the founder in 1947 and no leader of comparable
stafure appeared to thke his place.

Education and Culture

Regardless of the changes the Vietnamese have passed through—
from the mule of thefr own emperors to rule by French governors to
the present republicen government—one factor that has remadned
constant ks thetr inherent reverence for learming,
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Under the Confucian social wystem, the schalar stood at the head
of the occupations] hiessrchy, The acholar received the highest
cconoinie, social, and political rewnrds. The nation was governed
at all levels of admmnistration by officials who were chosen on the
basis of educstion alone. The aristocracy of lemrning was the only
aristocracy of any continuing importance in old Vietnam. Educa-
ton, especimily in Chinese philosophy and bhistory, was net only
prized for its own sake but was the main road to wealth, power, snd
nocial standing.

With the coming of the French, the formal educational system
changed considerably. Beginning in the 19th eemtury, the French
encouraged the Vietnamese o write their own langusge in the
Latin atphabet,

Public Schools. The present school system retsins substantially
the form of the French school system. In addition, the Government
is pttempting to raize the literacy rate among older people through
evening classes.

Primary schools have a S.year curriculum end the first three
grades are compulsory for all children,

Secondary schools have two divisions with & 4-year course in the
firnt, and & 3-year courae in the second.  The doyear course is divided
into classical and modern sections. In addition to basic subjects,
those choosing the classical course take Vietnamese litersture and
Chinese characters, while pupils in the modern section take history,
French, and English,

The 3-year eourse continues the genesal pattern of the first, but
grves students the oplion of continuing their lengusge studies or of
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substititing programs of naturel scence of of mathemeatics: ard
philasoghy.

Thie goal of secondary educatiom i to pass the stiff bacealanreate
examinations required lor admission to the 5-year university pro-
gram or to the advanced technical schools,

Private Schools, Universities. In addition to public schools at the
primery and socondery levels, there are both religious and secular
private schools. These schools follow the public-schonl curriculum
and are regolated and subaidized by the Department of Education.

In mddition, there are a number of normal sehools which tran
schoolteachers, an industrial technical school, other specialized gov-
ernmental technical schools, and a school of applied arts, where the
traditional fme arts: of Vietnam are tought. Thess include gald-
smithing, lacquer work, cabinetwork, and pottery making,

The Natwnal Unlversity of Vietnam in SB8aigon s the most inmpor-
tant Institutdon of higher education. There ales are universitiss ot
Dralat-and Hud, and several technieal schools of wniversity rani,
inchuding the National Institote of Administration in Saigon.

Higher sducation in foreign countries ia greatly sought after by
mivanced students. The Victamese Government grants pagsports
for study abroad to students smnting to study courses not offered
in Vietnam, and at least 1,000 to 1,500 Vieinamese students will
b abroad in any year.

Youth Movaments such as Boy Scouts, sports clubs, and sectarian
crganizations of the Christian and Baddhist youth have had » stronog
revival. A Cabinet-level agency wneder the Government in responsi-
hle for encouraging and supporting youth activities.
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Since 1963 high achool and university students have become n-
creasingly interested mod sctive in political and social fhatters. Thelr
community. services have. included masslve participation in elief
aperations after the disastrous Aoods of 1964 a3 well as many smaller
assistance projocts.  Efforts are now underway to get Vismamess
youth even more involved in the vital task of preserving national
independence.,

A Rich Culure

The admiration and honor accorded scholars by the Vietramess
extends to writers, especially poets, and the Ltérature of the pation
15 nch and sensitive:

The painting, sculpture, and other arts of Vietnmn are wigorous
#nd imaginative, with lvely motifa of dragons, tigers, elephants,
unicorns, ard horses, The fabled phosiz and other birds, the tor-
toise, bamboo, and exotic flowers alwo figure in the deslgns.  Artists
create miost intricate designs, though the tools and materials they
use are often very mmple.

The eountry is lenown for its woodearviog, mother-of-peart inlay,
lacquer and metal work. You can see the artistry of skilled metal-
smiths in the beautifinl bronze decorations in pagodas, temples, pal-
aces, and public bulldings, and in statues, perfume and incense bum-
ers, candlesticks and so en. Tin, pewter, and copper are alao used
to create art objects of long-enduring besuty and dsefiilness,

Embtoidery ond mat weaving are vrafts widely practiced, A
grateful people even created a temple st Hal Thien in honor of
FPham Don Le, the Mandarin who established mat weaving tn Vist-
nam. Traditional mat decorations include the symbol for lomgevity,
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Dragonn guged wear memorial enreances in Sargon

and often the desipn inchudes bats or butterflies in the corners of
the rug to signily happiness.

Theater and Music

Should you get o chance to go to the theater you may snjoy the
cai luong, or modern form, more than the had boi, or classicsl
atyle. The classical theater uses colorful ecstuming and wcenery.
and the plays are very tragic and deamatic, The modern theater,

0

which came inté being around 1220 cuts o @ TuRimum - scenery,
costumes, and stage effocis, and the sbores sre less heroie and more
renliatic,

The music of Victnam will be most strange to your ears untll you
got deed to it A scale of five notes and two semi-notes s used amd
the classical instruments are varioos stringed instrumets, deams;
and gomge. In the classical theater the acting ia stressed with laments
from the strings and vigorous naise from droms and gongs.

MOUNTAIN TRIBESPECFLE

Tribal people outnumber the ethnie Vietnamess at pleces on or
near Vietnam®s high platean. They formerly lved along the coast
of north mnd central Vietnam. About the time of Christ's hirth,
powerful nations like Funan and Champa foreed them out of thekr
coastal villages inte the meuntwins, They are estimated o num-
ber almost 800,000,

You may hear these people called ""montagnard™ or “moi’, The
first iz & French word meaning “‘mountaineer,’” The sscond ix a
Viethameas term meaning “savage’ of Ybarbarion,’ which is onder
stamdably resented by them. Two terms miach more Boeeptable to
thern are dongd bao thuond, meaning “highland compatriot,” ard
nugol theong du, meaning “highlend people’’ A good English
word s “trbespecple,”” since it describes their way of e without
uncomplimentary meanings:

Appearance and Languags

Tribespeople of different villsges quite often are unabls to under-
stand each other's language and alse hove marked physical differ-

bl




snces. Depending on the tribe, their skin color vares from extremely
dark to slightly bronzed white. Some are tall and well-built, others
short and slight, Their hair may be frizay or strarght; and their
clothiing may cover more of their bodies than your uniform does of
yours, or cansist of pothing more than a few beads and o g-string.

The more than a score of different tribes can be grouped in two
bromd classifications based on language. Those in the larger groop
speak languages of the Mon-khmer linguistic family related to
present-day Cambodian, Some of these are Harw, Kafuw, Cua,
sedang, Hrey, Bahnar, Koho, Steing, Muong, snd Ma,

Those in the smaller group speak languagea af the Malayo-Paly-
nesian Hnguistic family thet are related to Cham. The principal
tribez speaking languages of this family are Rhads, farai, and
Raglai.

But even within a Ianguage group, people of opne village anme-
bmes cannot undeestand those of snother. IT 10 te 20 miles of
matted jungle trail separate the villages, there in not moch commumni-
cation between them and language differences develop,

Langunges of both these two linguistic farmilies Mon-Fhier and
Malsyo-Polynesian, différ greatly from Vietnamess in at [east one
major respect—they have no differing tones, while Vietnamese does,
Since tones are usually difficult for Americans, tribial languages
should be easier for you to learn than Vietnamense,

Afsn, notie of these people ever had a written language of their
awn until French and American missionaries began devising them,
mostly in this century. Comparatively few tribespecple know how
o tead, mo if yoo went to study their language you do so by ear
nat by haol,
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The Spirit World

Despite many differences, some basic characteristics are shared
by almost afl of the tribespeople,

First of all, superstitions a&nd fear play & heavy role in their
lives. Although Christian missionsry efforts have made some chariges,
the grest majority of tribespeople are aniniists or spirit belicvers.
Fallowers of this anctent SBoutheast Anian religicn believe that prac-
tically everything has its own apirit—a rock, for example, or a tree,
Most of the spirits are unfriendly, and tribespeaple talke elaborate
precautions to svold antagonizing them.

Casting one's shadaw on & particular rock, for instance, may offend
the spirit of the rock and cause it to'take vengessice on the carsless
buman. Omn the advice of 8 witch dector, & triberman will sacrifice
ipﬂmmammhtoappﬁnmmysph{t. Oy | single
day ene Koho village near the town of D Linhk in Lam Dong Pro-
vinee sacrificed 47 water buffalo to make peace with the mpirits.

Wealth in Jars

Every tribal bome hag s gongs and jars, chuefly used for cerst
memies andd festlvals. The gongs, as ¥ou guessed, are for malding
noise; the jars hold varous housshold supplies and are used o brew
an- alecholic holiday drinke for community celebrations, like the
arriviel of strangers, & buffulo sacrifice, or any other likely reason.

The drink ia brewsd by putting the branch of a special tree or
bush in the' jar, then aloohel, and then flling the jar to the brim
with water from a nearhy cresk. You then it with the mal= villagers
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m & circle ground the jar. Each person, in turn, beginning with the
village chisf, takes & generous swig from the jar through & bent
bamboo straw thut 8 often over six feet long {everybody using the
sume atraw, of course). As ench person drinks, & designated villager
usez a dipper to trensfer water from a nearby pot to the jor, heing
careful to refill the jar to the brim each time. Thus, the drinking
may continue ndefinitely, yet the jor always remains full,

After the first round, you can stop drinking without giving offenae,
The drink Is 0ot strong, and should affact you only if taken in great
guantity, These drinking celebrations often accompany: animal
sRcTifices.,

Tribal Hospitality

Besides almost untversal superstition and fear of unfriendly spirits,
another characteristic most tribes have in commen is open-handed
hospitality to strangers. 1If you arrive in a Ma village, for instance,
you will probably be offered aleeping space in the chief'n House as
well as food,

Ma houses, Hke those of practically all tribespeople except the
Jeb and Kadu, are single-story dwellings raised seversl feet from
ground level by pillars-or stilts. Raising the house provides g shaded
refage from the sun underncath the house and discoursges night
entrance by wild antmals such as tigers. The roofs are low and hve
center peaks.

The Ma build their houses as long as the hillside will permit,
Some, though only about six feet wide, are over 130 feet long -and
accommodate several families, Each family han a separste entrance
—ormsisting of stairwiy, platform, and doorway —along one of the
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two long sides of the structure. Esch family also has its own hearth,
There gre no partitions amd you can see from ane erd to the other,

If you plan to wisit tribespeaple in any region you will receive an
oven warnser reception i you bring gifts of medicine or salt. Local
aspirin in quite inexpensive and =alt is extremely cheap, but tribes-
people prize both items highly because they have atmost no money,

Dion't be too handy with your camera, especially if it i the lind
that produces 8 pring on the spot.  Before trying to take any pictures,
explain about the camers and if there is some feservation oo the
part of the subject—don't shoot! Many Vietnamese, like many of
ua, would be fsutterad to have their pictures taken and given to them
right away, but tribeamen, because of their spirit belicfs, may be-
come guite upsct. To them you have captured their spirit and im-
prizoned it in the picture. One well-meaning missionary who handed
a tribeamen soch a print was srrested by the whole willage &nd only
pet free afver he had agreed to pay for a sacrificial pig in atonement

GETTING AROUND

For a small country, South Vietnam has & great variety of attrac.
tiona. Saigon offers fascinating shops and markets; Hub, great sight-
secing possibilities. There are many besutiful white sand beaches
along the country’s thousand miles of cosstline. Some are always
accessible. Access to others depends on the military situation.

Saigon—LChalon

Saigen s the capital and largest city of Vietnam. With ita pre-
dominantly Chinese city of Cholon {mesning “'hig market'), it lies
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P e T s e .
Mariandl Asepmmilily meots roowhore S lding (leif)

about 50 miles inlend from the South Chine Bea on the navigable
Salgon River. It is & busy commercial port and hes all of the hustle
afu] bustle of & port city plus o bot of color and confusion uniquely
PLa- S sl M

The water traffic on the fver includes ccean-going wesseln 23 well
nz agsorted small boata, jundes, and Gshing craft. On the city strests
the traffic is even moee varied, There are motar scooters, pedicabs,
bicyoles, automobiles—and pedestrigns in Asian or Western dress
or something in betwesn. From the sldelines, the relaxed patrons
of the miny widewalk cafes sip their tea or beer and wateh the vweorld
g0 by.

Saignn has muoeewma where vou ean see relica of past civillzations,
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inciuding the Cham. O you may wander abong Duong To Do
(Freedom Street), the fashionable shopping center, theatér, and
cafe nres. At one end of Ta Do stands the post office and Catholic
Cathedral. Not far from the Cathedral is the executive mansion,
nmamed Independence Palace.

A plase wou eannot miss i the Saigon Central Market. Here,
under 8 sdngle roof of 8 clean-lined modern building, you can buy
an amazing veriety of things: fish, brassware, vegetables; a length
of eloth, snd a hundred other necessities or luxury items.

The excellent restaurants of both Satgon and Cholon will tempt
you. Try the specialties of the house but remember to be wary of
raw vegetohles or unpesled frivits end never sat raw pork, Excellent
French cocking wes with interesting Wietnameae dishes and in
Chaolon you will find Chinese debeacies such s sharkfin soup snd
Seechwan duck.

Hua

Hue, the former royal capital, s located &t the other end of the
country near the North Vietnam border

Be sure to efamine the remaing of the eitadel buill on the mode]
of Peking. A mpat surrounds Thanh Voif, the Interior City, and
gnother sncircles Daf Noi, the Great Interior, which once housed
the emperor and s retinae, Nearly 100 buildings w/'ere clustered
tri this section wntil the Communists blew them up m 1943 m &n
attempt to s=ver Vietnam from its past

The Government has restored & few of the buildings. You esn
see the Emperor’s Audienes Hall with ts gitt thoome and red, dragon
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The formar pmperal Palace fn foes

decorated pillars. A children's clossical ballet troop, supportsd by
the Gorermment an a8 carryover from the royal ballet, still performe
on festival days along the steps m front of the Audience Hall.

In front of the royal citmdel, narmpens drift on the Perfume River
ms 1L makes cta slow way to the nearby sea. On the night of a full
moon, you can rent one of these sampans with ita interior of costly
wood and inlaid mother-of-pearl, hire & ainger &nd four musicians,
and Acat along the river to the musie of the singers’ wails mingbed
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with the twang of the instruments’ strings. Small market-boats ply
the river and will offer you bottled ‘drinks, ezotic fruits. and lstuas
buds freshily plucked from the imperial moat,

Hué's oldest building is a Buddhist temple, erected on the hanks
of the Perfume River by Npuyen Hoang in 1601 o commemorate &
vigion he had in which an old woman predicted that he would be
the founder of a flourishing dynasty. e was 76 at the time, but the
predicton citme true, Later, in 1844, 5 #eveii-story tower, the Phuoe
Duiyen, was built in front of the temple. Thin s Hut’s miost farmi-
ous lendmarl,

The rolling hills south of the city contamn thousands of tombs,
mecluding six royal ones. The Intter are large park-like enclosores
behind massive gates. Some have ponds, delicate trees, and sten
little temples, Miny of the cmperdrs began cofgtrocting their
tombe long before death, and at least two of them, Minh Mang and
Tu D, used them ez a sort of summer palace for relaxing, contem-
plating mature, and writing poctry, Best preserved is the gracious
encloaure built by Minh Mang, with its many frangipani and flower-
ing almond trees, and curving, lotus-clogged ponds,

Da Mang

Din Nang is a coastal town 60 miles south of Hud, separated from
Hué by o finger of the mountains that futs into the ses. The mad
betwesn the two rities, which is not always secure for travel, crosass
a marcow pass where traffic fAows’ oaly one way at a time. If vou
forget o Hme your trip with conteol of thia traffic, you may fnd
yoursell caught in an hour or more delay.

m

Mha Trang

Ot dovwrn the coast li=s Wha Trang, abaut 198 statute miles north-
eant of Salgon. Here you can enjoy-all sorta of water sports—awim-
miing, skin-diving, water-skiing—or make & teip to one of the off-
shore islands in the bay. You also can visit the aquarium snd the
Institute of Oceanography ot Cau-Da, or see the old Cham tower,
Thao Ba, now used a2 & Buddhist Temple,

Dalat

Dumist s m small, sxquisite mountain resort susrounded by pine-
covered hills in central Vietnam, Situsted nt a 5,000-fost clevation,
it has cool nights throughout the year. But in the rainy season it's
wet! By August the raing are falling almost continucusly, Bosks,
leather goods, food, and elething mlldew uniess stored in & “hot
closst'" which las o light bulb burning constantly.

The btown is the home of the Mational Military Academy, the
Armed Forcea Command and Geeneral Staff Collegs, and the Geo-
graphic Institute of Vietnam.

It i the center of & small sightsseing area of mountaing, lakes,
waterfalls, and has & lovely artificial lake of its own. Craftwork of
the mountaid tribespeople fn on sale in the local markets, You can
buy thelr baskets, jewelry, pipes, handwoven materials, and native
musical ingtruments; even fresh orchids, As o matter of fact, Dalat
i an orchid center: Some 1,500 varieties are grown in the spacisis
greenhouses of the town's many fower fancier
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Yung Tau (Cap 5t. Jacques)

This intesesting little town on the South Chins Sea is now officinlly
cilled Yung Tou but is also still known by its former French name
of Cap Bt Jecques. [tis about 50 milss from Saigon and ity beaches
are excelent.

SERVICE WITH SATISFACTION

You who help the Vietnomese maintain their freedom will have
many fine things to remember ghout the psople and the country,
‘fwwmhlﬂﬁcﬂﬁitﬁmnfihmrhnmeu{nm
and dedicated nstion in a most critical period of its history. In a
broader sense, you will be helping to block the spread of communiam
through Southesst Asia

Your exemplary conduct—making & good compromise between
the more informal ways af our country and the traditional ones of
Vietnam—will do & lot toward bridging the gap between East snd
West. This is cssential, as the success of your mission requires thar
you build up u good relationship with the South Vietnamese peaple,
This can be done enly throagh day-by-day association with them
on terms of mutual confidence and respect, bath while doing your
military job and in your off-duty hours. Yeu'll find opportunity
for recreation, but the Vicinamese will also apprecinte a helping
hand on bocal civic projects, such as improving sanitary, medical,
of transportation facilities, and building & playground or school,

You will find that Iife in South Vietnam can be frustrating, tense,
and at times full of danger. But you will also find that it brings
great rewards,
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APPENDIX
Time
Vietnam is 13 hours ahesd of our Eastern Standard time, For
example, when it is 12 noon, EST, in Mew York or Washington,
Ix C., it & one am. the next day in Vietnem. Also, when it i

midnight in New Yerk or Washington, it is ooe pom. the same day
i Vietham.

Monoy

Bouth Vietnam's unit of money in the piaster or dong. Notes are
i#ssued in denominaticns of 1, 7, 5, 10, 20, 50, 104, 200, and 500
pissters or daong.

U8 military snd civilan personnel serving in Vietnam are paid
in Military Payment Certificates (MPC's), issued in the mames de-
nominations a5 U5, carrency. The MPC's, also called “scrip’’, can
only be used in official facilities, such as exchanges, commissarien,
clubs; and messes,

Figsters may be purchased ‘ot official exchange points at the rate
of 118 pinsters for 1 doflar,

Weights and Measures

The international metric system of weights and messures 13 wed
throughout Vietnam. Gasoline and other liquids are sold by the
Hiter (1.0567 liguid quarts); cloth by the meter (39 inches); food and
other weighed items by the kilogram (2.2 pounds). Distance ls
measured by the kilometer (0,62 mile); speed in kilometers per hour
{25 k.p.hu equals 15 mopb),
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Distance and S8peed Conversion

Kilometers. =rall 1 3 4 5 10 25 50 100 3500
Mfilen, -5 1;2 1.8 25 3 & 15 31 82 i1

Gasoline Conversion

Litetrs A8 TE 114 151 120 379 568 768
Gallonm, ., 1 1 3 4 4 10 15 0
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